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The primary goal of the 71st Avenue-Centennial road corridor study is to develop a
short to mid-term improvement concept that can be implemented to improve safety
and traffic flow within and through the corridors.  The general study area is
displayed in Figure 1, and includes:

• 71st Avenue from US 83 to Centennial Road

• Centennial Road from 71st Avenue to the I-94 interchange

71st Avenue and Centennial Road serve as primary travel corridors within the
northern region of the Bismarck area.  The high speed design of this facility coupled
with relatively few traffic control devices along the five-mile long corridor make it
an efficient alternative to the US 83 corridor.  A number of residential developments
have been constructed along this corridor over the last decade and traffic volumes
have increased.  This corridor is also used by a fair amount of truck traffic that is
primarily accessing the business area near Centennial Road / Century Avenue or
points south along Bismarck Expressway.  The lack of turning lanes along the
corridor combined with increasing traffic volumes has led to the perception that
safety is a concern.

This study was conducted through a collaborative effort involving the following
agencies/organizations:

• Bismarck-Mandan Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)

• City of Bismarck

• Burleigh County

• North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT)

STUDYPROCESS
The study process employed took into account the identified corridor issues.  The
desired product was an improved roadway corridor that does not substantially
impact the sustainability of current corridor activities.  The balance was struck by
including the public and the study team at each of the key study junctures, including:

• Identify current and emerging corridor issues.

• Evaluation of current conditions.

• Development and evaluation of alternatives to address identified corridor
issues.

• Selection of a locally preferred alternatives and development of an
implementation plan.
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